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Grass Roots:

Green Lawn, Clean 

Water

Katoomba Meeting

Wye River

June 13, 2008

Group # 2

Mission/Vision

Provide Consumers a Direct Action to 

Influence and Improve Regional Water 

Quality and Chesapeake Bay Health
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Consumers Want to Help,

Confounded by Choices

Provide Eco-Label for lawn service providers 

who meet best management practices for 

nutrient and stormwater management

Specific Criteria for Nitrogen, Phosphorus, 

Native Plants and Sediment Control

Lawns are the Fastest 

Growing Land use in the 

Chesapeake Bay Region

ÁCurrently 14% of the Watershed is Urban

ÁResidential

ÁCommercial and Industrial

ÁOther Municipal

ÁInstitutional

ÁForest land and Agricultural land are 
transitioning to municipal uses
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Implementation Begins with 

Education and Outreach 

ÁConsumer Identification of Benefit of 

Lower-Nitrogen land  management

ÁReach through Lawn Service Providers

ÁStewardship Plaque and Public 

Recognition of Adopters

How it Works

ÁPromote native grass aesthetic

ÁDevelop Licensing Criteria for Label

ÁLicense Acquired upon Meeting Criteria

ÁLabel

ÁTraining

ÁAnnual Re-license
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Push -Pull

ÁLandscape providers promote social values, 
health and safety of alternative management 
practice

ÁCommercial users require alternative practice 
to improve market position and local 
relationships

ÁMunicipal and Residential users require to 
meet regional environmental goals

ÁState and Federal Requirements for public 
lands and parks

Target Market

ÁLawn Owners and Managers in the 

Chesapeake Bay Region

Á7 million lawns, 1.75 million lawns 

currently serviced by Providers


