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What is the Bay Bank?
ÅFacilitate landowner access 
ÅMajor components:
ÅOnline marketplace 
ÅSpatial land registry

ÅGoals
ÅInteract with existing programs
ÅLower transaction costs
ÅEnhance transparency
ÅHigh quality credits
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Spatial Land Registry

ÅOnline mapping and 
analysis tool

ÅEvaluates potential for 
entering ecosystem 
markets and conservation 
programs

ÅRegistry of parcel-level 
attributes (business leads)  

Bay Bank

ÅOnline marketplace for multiple 
ecosystem services
ÅInitial markets

ÅCarbon sequestration
ÅWater quality protection
ÅWetland conservation
ÅHabitat conservation
ÅForest conservation
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Forest Conservation

ÅDriver: Maryland Forest Conservation Act

ÅMarket barrier: County programs cannot find 
properties to plant trees

Solution: Bay Bank will 
deliver willing landowners to 
counties

Habitat

ÅDrivers: Endangered Species Act, 
biodiversity programs, green goodwill

ÅMarket barriers: 
o Developers, states, and others looking to mitigate 
ñtakingsò or invest in biodiversity cannot find 
willing landowners

o Landowners have difficulty determining which 
ñprioritiesò are relevant 

ÅSolution: Bay Bank will deliver willing 
landowners to buyers and standardize 
ñprioritiesò 
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Carbon Sequestration

Drivers: Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Registry cap and trade scheme to launch 
in ô09 and voluntary markets

Market barrier: Majority of landowners will 
not have enough carbon value to enter 
market by themselves

Solution: Bay Bank can aggregate 
landowner values and sell to a market or 
will deliver landowner groups to third party

Protocol Construction

ÅRules for linking landowners to the Bay 
Bank
ÅRules tiered to requirements of existing 

markets/programs/priorities
ÅHarmonized to degree appropriate
ÅIncorporated in spatial land registry
ÅServe as aggregator & service 

aggregators



5

Ecosystem Credit Registry
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Implementation

ÅSpatial land registry
ÅMD and DE pilot ó08

ÅBay Bank
ÅProtocol development ô08-ô09
ÅMD and DE landowner pilots ó09


